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15th July 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Changes to Free School Meals Eligibility from September 2026 

The Government has announced important changes to the eligibility criteria for Free School Meals 
(FSM) in England, which will come into effect from 1 September 2026. 

The changes are intended to widen access to Free School Meals, with all children whose parent 
or carer receives Universal Credit becoming eligible, regardless of household earnings. 

Your child may be eligible for Free School Meals if you receive one of the following benefits: 

●​ Universal Credit (with no earnings threshold from 1 September 2026). 
●​ Income Support. 
●​ Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA). 
●​ Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA). 
●​ Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
●​ The guaranteed element of Pension Credit. 
●​ Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than £16,190). 
●​ Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit). 

We are pleased to let you know that the school has already reapplied on behalf of all 
students who are currently in receipt of Free School Meals. In most cases, no further action 
will be required. However, due to the changes in the national eligibility criteria, we may need to 
contact some families to request additional information to complete the eligibility checking 
process. We would be grateful for your prompt response should we get in touch.   I am also 
attaching an updated application form should you prefer to complete it and send it to the school 
for checking. 

We encourage all families who think they may be eligible to apply. Registering for Free School 
Meals not only provides support for your child but also enables the school to access additional 
funding through the Pupil Premium, which helps us provide further resources and opportunities 
for our students. 



Families can quickly check their eligibility online using the LGfL Free School Meals Eligibility 
Checker: 

LGfL Free School Meals Eligibility Checker 

If you are unsure whether you qualify, we strongly encourage you to complete an eligibility check 
as circumstances may have changed under the new arrangements. 

Should you have any questions or require assistance with an application, please do not hesitate 
to contact the school office. Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Helen Davies 

Senior Administrative Officer & PA to the Headteacher 

Garratt Park School​
 

 

https://fsm.lgfl.net/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

